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2010 Alaska Solar Tour 
 

 
550 Alaskans from around the state visited 30 Renewable Energy sites in 2009.  
AlaskaSolarTour.org had over 700 unique visitors during the week before the event.  We invite 
site owners, sponsors, and installers to participate in this year’s event: 
 

Date     Time  Location  Coordinator 
Saturday May 8th   10 - 4 Anchorage  Andy Baker 
Saturday May 15th   10 - 4 Fairbanks    Rich Seifert 
Saturday May 15th    10 - 4 Kenai   Phil St. John 
Saturday May 15th   10 - 4 Homer   Kyra Wagner 
Saturday October 2nd  10 - 4 Mat-Su Valley  Harvey Bowers 
 
This is an annual free self directed tour of unique renewable energy sites around the state. The 
Alaska Solar Tour is funded by the Alaska Center for Appropriate Technology in conjunction with 
the American Solar Energy Society, your local tour hosts, and our sponsors. 
 
The Alaska Solar Tour features home and business sites in our community that showcase 
installations of solar thermal, PV (Photovoltaic), Wind turbines, hydro power, and green building 
features.  Find out how your neighbors are trimming their energy bills, generating their own 
electricity, and improving the future of our planet by living sustainably today.   
 
No registration required. Get a carload of friends to visit your neighbor’s open house sites.  Join 
us in tribute to the trail blazer Alaskans who have ventured out ahead of the crowd using a 
cleaner, safer, and renewable source of energy. 
 
Philip St. John, MD 
President, ACAT  - Promoting education and research in the application of technology for 
sustainable living in Alaska since 1993. 

 
Sustainability demands unprecedented collaboration. 
 

http://www.acat.org/
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Homer: (4 sites) 

“I spent 9-5 without a break going from one place to another answering questions.  I was only able to 

make it to half the places.  Saw 100 different faces with lots of great questions and interest in solar 

energy.  I am sure a couple more jobs this year as a direct result of the Alaska Solar Tour.” Says a local 

installer. 

 

Sam Means– Homer -40 visitors 

   
Solar Thermal Hot water system made by Buderus and installed by Eayrs Plumbing and Heating of 
Homer. It consists of a wall hung condensing gas boiler, a solar combi-tank for on demand domestic hot 
water and radiant floor heat, 2 roof mounted flat plate solar collectors and associated controller units.  
The solar input works in combination with the boiler to reduce fossil fuel use with clean, safe, and 
renewable solar energy.  
Directions:   Mile 167 Sterling Hwy. (5 miles north of Homer) take Diamond Ridge Rd. about 1/2 mile and 
turn left onto Solstice Dr., the second driveway on the right 
 

Sustainable Homer – 90 visitors 

 

2.3 KW of Grid tied photo voltaic panels.  Newly installed 12 Evergreen solar panels mounted on a pole 
with a Wattsun dual axis tracker.  Sunnyboy inverter and WebBox power monitor. Our best day so far 
produced over 23 KW.   Installed by owners Neil and Kyra. 
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Tehben Dean will have his home-built electric car at this location. 
Address: 2095 Jakes Little Fireweed Lane Homer, AK 235-6953. 
Drive out East End Road 1.7 miles from the red stop light in town. Turn up Williams Pl. At the top of 
Williams turn right. We're the first driveway on the left 
 

 

 

Alaska High Mountain Energy – Homer – 60 visitors 

 

Photo by Michael Armstrong 
Electric car with a wind generator. A walk-in trailer will demonstrate solar hot water system, solar 
electric panels, and a wind turbine.   Owner Lanny Simpson. 
LOCATION: Alaska High Mountain Energy:  299-0207  Pioneer Avenue, next to Remax.  
 

 

 

Aron and Jeanne Peterson’s Wood Heat - Homer 

      

Aron and Jeanne Peterson heat a 3400 square foot 5 star house with radiant floor heat built by New 
Homes by Needham in 2005.  We have heated this home the last 2 winters using a high efficient low 
polluting outside wood furnace made by Central Boiler.  The house is heated by circulating hot water 
from the outside wood furnace to a water to water heat exchanger that heats the water in the hot 
water oil burner in the house.  We have heated the house, all the hot water we use, a two car garage 
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and an indoor pool the past 2 winter seasons without using any fuel oil.  We burn spruce logs 24” to 30” 
long (split) and refuel the outside wood furnace about every 12 hours.  Assuming a free wood source 
and the current price of fuel oil we are on target for a complete payback in 4 years. 

 
Wood is a renewable resource, does not generate a net increase in greenhouse gas emissions as do 
fossil fuels.  Wood when used as a fuel lessens our dependence on oil and fossil fuels.  The E-Classic 
2400  has and average efficiency over 92%, uses 50% less wood and is over 90% cleaner than 
conventional wood heating*.   This stove qualifies for up to $1500 in 2010 energy tax credits*.       

 
Directions:  From the stop light in Homer go 20 miles out East End Road to Mountain View Circle which 
will be on the right.  Go about 1/3 mile on Mountain View Circle (MVC) to the end.   We are the last 
house at the end of MVC.  If you are still on East End Road and you get to Falls Creek East on the right, 
you over shot MVC by about 1/3 mile.   

 
Aron Peterson 
32515 Mountain View Circle 
P.O. Box 1891 
Homer, Alaska 99603-1891 
907 226 2201 
aep@horizonsatellite.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our sponsors 

 

 
Celebrating 50 years or promoting Solar Energy 

 

 
Energy Efficiency Audits Anchorage 

 

mailto:aep@horizonsatellite.com
http://www.ases.org/
http://www.yourcleanenergy.us/
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Kenai Peninsula Electric Utility  

 

 
Solar and Wind Installation Kenai 

 

 
Agate Inn - Wasilla 

 
H2Oasis Water Park - Anchorage 

 

 

http://alaskasunergy.ning.com/
http://www.agateinn.com/

