
1 
 

2010 Alaska Solar Tour 
 

 
550 Alaskans from around the state visited 30 Renewable Energy sites in 2009.  
AlaskaSolarTour.org had over 700 unique visitors during the week before the event.  We invite 
site owners, sponsors, and installers to participate in this year’s event: 
 

Date     Time  Location  Coordinator 
 
Saturday May 8th   10 - 4 Anchorage  Andy Baker 
Saturday May 15th   10 - 4 Fairbanks    Rich Seifert 
Saturday May 15th    10 - 4 Kenai   Phil St. John 
Saturday May 15th   10 - 4 Homer   Kyra Wagner 
Saturday October 2nd  10 - 4 Mat-Su Valley  Harvey Bowers 
 
This is an annual free self directed tour of unique renewable energy sites around the state. The 
Alaska Solar Tour is funded by the Alaska Center for Appropriate Technology in conjunction with 
the American Solar Energy Society, your local tour hosts, and our sponsors. 
 
The Alaska Solar Tour features home and business sites in our community that showcase 
installations of solar thermal, PV (Photovoltaic), Wind turbines, hydro power, and green building 
features.  Find out how your neighbors are trimming their energy bills, generating their own 
electricity, and improving the future of our planet by living sustainably today.   
 
No registration required. Geǘ ŀ ŎŀǊƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ  Join 
us in tribute to the trail blazer Alaskans who have ventured out ahead of the crowd using a 
cleaner, safer, and renewable source of energy. 
 
Philip St. John, MD  
President, ACAT  -  Promoting education and research in the application of technology for 
sustainable living in Alaska since 1993.  

 
Sustainability demands unprecedented collaboration. 

http://www.acat.org/


2 
 

Anchorage: (4 sites)  Tour day is May 8th, 2010    -    10am to 4pm 
Recommended Tour Schedule:  10am H2Oasis;   11:15am Doolen House;   12:30pm Seth Downs 

Tri-Plex;    2pm Solcab House   (please consider carpooling to these sites) - If you want to meet at Terra 

Bella 601 East Dimond Ave at 9am we will carpool to the sites.  For more information contact Triena at  

uniquers3@gmail.com. 
 

H2Oasis Indoor Water Park ɀ Anchorage ɀ Open 10am thru 11am only 
 

 
 
Solar Thermal System Pre-heats Pool Water In Summer Months:  A total of 48 Vortex 4ft x 12ft polyethylene flat 
plate collectors are located on the roof, along with a 50 gallon Progressive Tube Solar Water Heater.  City water is 
used as make-up water for the large swimming pools and this enters the facility at 45F.  The solar thermal 
collectors heat the city water up to about 120F and then it is piped directly into the pool that is maintained at 85F.   
It is necessary to climb a steep set of stairs to access the roof and see the collectors.  This site is only open from 
10am – 11am, we recommend that you arrive no later than 10:15am to get on a group tour, there is parking 
directly in front of the entrance.  Address:  1520 O’Malley Road, Anchorage  99507    Tel:  907-522-4420 
Map:  http://www.h2oasiswaterpark.com/map.asp 

 

Seth Downs Triplex ɀ Anchorage ɀ Open Noon thru 2pm only 

 
News Report  
This Solar Thermal system consists of 6 Heliodyne flat plate collectors, 240 gallons water storage, counter flow 
tube & shell heat exchanger, differential controller and web based data logging.  
This system provides 50% of annual domestic hot water (showers, laundry, sinks) with a simple and heavy duty 
Alaskan style flat plate solar hot water heating system. Temperature, collector flow, and BTU data is logged every 
minute of each day to track performance through the year.  This project provided essential data to demonstrate 
that flat plate collectors can indeed be effective in our Anchorage climate. System financial evaluation and 
engineering design by clean energy consultant Andy Baker, PE of www.yourcleanenergy.us 
 
Address: 821 Edward Street, Anchorage, 99504   Tel: call Andy Baker cell 907-350-2084 
Parking:   On street or at Ptarmigan Elementary School lot across Edward Street if needed  Map:  
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=821%20Edward%20Street,%20+%20Anchorage,+AK+99504  

mailto:uniquers3@gmail.com
http://www.h2oasiswaterpark.com/map.asp
http://www.ktuu.com/Global/story.asp?s=10400526
http://www.yourcleanenergy.us/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=821%20Edward%20Street,%20+%20Anchorage,+AK+99504
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Doolen Home ɀ Anchorage ɀ Open From 11am thru 2pm  

 

Over 20 years ago this off grid home started with a small PV and wind turbine system installed by George Menard 
of Invertech.  This year a major system upgrade was completed to bring the PV array to 1,600 watts.  This energy 
efficient home was constructed using SIPS (Structural Insulated Panel Systems) by Enercept and JADA Construction 
Company.  Address: 15051 Echo Canyon Rd. South Anchorage  Directions: Take O'Malley Road East to Hillside 
Drive.  Turn Left on Upper DeArmoun Road, go 1 mile, bear right onto Canyon Road for 1.5 miles. Turn right on 
Echo Canyon Road.  After ¼ mile you will see home with Jado Constructions sign on the Second driveway on left.   
Telephone for David Doolen, homeowner 348-0634 or 441-2713         Map: 
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=15051%20Echo%20Canyon%20Road,%20+%20Anchorage,+AK+99516  

Solcab House ɀ Eagle River ɀ Open From 2pm thru 4pm  

                 

Solcab - The house faces south for maximized solar exposure. The circulation pass is aligned with the topography 
of the land creating a spatial dynamic.  The first floor elevation, generated by the shadow line at winter solstice of 
Mt. Gordon Lyon, approximate 5 miles to the south, will ensure that the house will get solar exposure even at the 
shortest day of the year.  The structural system is made up of post and beam with an super-insulated exterior shell 
finished with corrugated metal for ease of maintenance and added security for potential wildfires.  The main space 
of the home is an all-room with a glass wall from floor to ceiling facing south and offering a great prospect.  An 
intimate window seat to the west is centered on the view of volcano Mt. Redoubt. Over the open stair are monitor 
windows, allowing for ever-changing light conditions to be announced within the house.  The interior of the house 
is revealing its structure and materiality in a cabin like reference to its location and the informal life style of its 
occupants.  The house is 1800 sq ft, designed by architect Klaus Mayer, and built in 2000. 
 
Address:  19949 Meadow Canyon Drive, Eagle River 99577         Homeowner:  David Telford   tel:  907 696 6690 
Map:   http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=19949%20Meadow%20Canyon%20Drive,%20+%20Eagle%20River,+AK+99577   

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=15051%20Echo%20Canyon%20Road,%20+%20Anchorage,+AK+99516
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=19949%20Meadow%20Canyon%20Drive,%20+%20Eagle%20River,+AK+99577
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Please support our sponsors 

 

 

Celebrating 50 years of promoting Solar Energy 

 

Commercial Energy Audits/Renewable Energy Evaluation & Design 

 

 

Kenai Peninsula Electric Utility 

 

http://www.yourcleanenergy.us/
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Solar and Wind Installer - Kenai 

 

 

Agate Inn - Wasilla 

 

H2Oasis Water Park - Anchorage 

 

 

  

http://alaskasunergy.ning.com/
http://www.agateinn.com/

